
My dear friends in Christ, 
  
I know that everybody is very anxious about when the church will reopen for public mass. I have been 
receiving many calls and text messages asking this very question. Tomorrow, Friday, May 29, the 
Advisory Council of the Bishop for the Reopening of the Churches for Public Masses, which I am a 
member, will have a 10am Zoom meeting with the Bishop to discuss the possibility of reopening the 
churches soon in the diocese. Pray for us so that we can deliberate effectively on what’s best and proper 
for our diocese and our parish. The foremost concern of the Bishop is the safety and the health of each 
and every one of us. He will not risk anyone or put anyone in danger. There is a lot of things to be 
considered before the church opens. It will take a lot of preparation time! We need to form a cleaning 
and sanitizing crew for each mass. We need ample time to announce it to the people. I need to form a 
Reopening the Church Committee! From here, I will meet and discuss many options that are considered 
proper for our community. These are just some of the items that we need to pay attention to. It cannot 
be done in one week or two weeks. In the end, it will be up to the Bishop and up to us! Are we willing to 
participate in the new ministries we will be creating? So many of us love to talk and complain but not 
willing to do the work! 
  
I will share with you the results of our meeting this coming Sunday. I am excited that we can finally 
gather once again in the celebration of the Eucharist in the church. Please refrain from making false 
statements about anything especially the reopening of the church. If you didn’t hear anything from me, 
then it is not final and true! The federal, state and county can give us guidelines and timing when the 
church can reopen. But in the end, our Bishop, Most Reverend Michael Barber, will have the final say! 
 
Thank you for your patience. 
 
Your servant, 
Fr. Geoffrey 
 


