
To all the graduates of St. Joseph’s community, from 
different schools, colleges and universities, 
CONGRATULATIONS! I am very proud of you ALL! 

You are part of this very unique and historical moment in 
your life. Something that you never dreamed of experiencing. 
But here you are! 

There is no question that this Coronavirus pandemic has 
shattered many lives, destroyed many of your plans of 
having your whole family and friends invited to your 
graduation ceremony and your party. But this is not the end 
of the world. The sun will rise again to give you new spirit 
and new beginning. Learn from this from experience. Create 
beauty amidst the ugliness of the world we live in today 
because of this Coronavirus. 

In few days you will open a new chapter in your life. You will 
cross a BRIDGE that will take you to different dreams, hopes 
and great moments. ONE DOOR CLOSES and ANOTHER 
DOOR OPENS! Do not let this Coronavirus pandemic derail 
your hope for tomorrow. How you respond to this crisis, this 
moment in your life, will be your defining moment and this 
will define the future of your generation. 

Throughout history, when the world was faced with a 
tremendous challenge and darkness brought about by war, 
famine, disasters, terrorist attacks, we have risen up and 
made things new. This is when the human strength, human 
spirit is stronger. 

So my friends, my dear graduates, live your life! GIVE US 
TOMORROW! Do no be afraid! In the world that is in need of 
YOU more than ever, remember the words of John F 
Kennedy, “Ask not what your country can do for you but ask 
what you can do for your country!”  



Be strong! Dream big because YOU ARE BIGGER than this 
Coronavirus! And GOD IS BIGGER! 

Work harder and stay focused and tomorrow will be yours. 
Do not allow this Coronavirus to frustrate you, to derail your 
dreams and hopes and to take your spirit away. GIVE US 
TOMORROW! 

Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world. The one thing that no ONE can ever take 
away from you is your knowledge through education! 
Knowledge is power! Knowledge is strength! Knowledge is 
hope! Knowledge is future! GIVE US TOMORROW! 

However, remember this! High grades will take you to 
different and great schools, colleges and universities, but 
your great attitude in life perhaps is the one that will take you 
to a wonderful and meaningful life! So turn your A’s into a 
great attitude of gratitude! 

Remember the great values of life: respect, responsibility, 
humility, compassion, forgiveness, service and love. The 
greatest of all these things is LOVE! Jesus said, “Love one 
another the way I have loved you!” Love is forgiveness! Love 
is sacrifice! Love is not selfish! 

In the ugliness of our world today, hear the words of this 
great American poet, Maya Angelu: “Open your eyes to the 
beauty around you! Open your mind to the wonders of life! 
Open your heart to those who love you! And be always be 
true to yourself!” 

I would like to thank your parents, your teachers, and to all 
those who have guided you along the path of knowledge and 
life! 



  

From me, always surround yourself with good people! The 
FUTURE belongs to YOU! Be the voice of hope in times of 
despair! Be the voice light in the darkness! Be the voice of 
love in the midst of hate. Be the voice of tomorrow in today’s 
world of uncertainty! GIVE US TOMORROW! 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 


